
MEETING MINUTES 
BERKLEY DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Wednesday, May 8, 2019, 8:30 AM 
Berkley Public Safety 2

nd
 Floor Conference Room 

 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 8:33 AM with Chair Andy Gilbert presiding. 

II. ROLL CALL: 
Present: Matthew Baumgarten 

Donna Dirkse 
Petro Drakopoulos 
Jennifer Finney 
Maggie Gable 
Lawrence Gallagher 
Andy Gilbert 
Eli Hurwitz 
Mitchell Moses 
Matteo Passalacqua  
Wayne Wudyka 

 
Absent: Andrew Agbay 

Razur Rahman – excused 
Bryan Schnicker – excused 

 
Also present: Vivian Carmody, Berkley DDA Director 

Nicole Miller, Chamber of Commerce Liaison 
Charles Tyrrell, Resident 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Baumgarten moved to add an agenda item C. under VI. 
Discussion/Action Items to include discussion of the draft agreement between the City of Berkley 
and the DDA to repay the City in installments if restriping of Coolidge was required after the review 
period, Gallagher seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously. On motion by Gallagher 
and second by Passalacqua, the amended agenda was unanimously approved by the Board. 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
A. Regular meeting of April 10, 2019: On motion by Moses and second by Baumgarten, the 
minutes were unanimously approved by the Board. 

V. TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Moses reported the fiscal year is coming to an end and the ending balances are where they were 
projected to be with the exception that some line items have more funds than originally anticipated. 
That will enable the transfer of @$3,000.00 from the façade grant budget to cover the cost of a 
parking recount by Sam Schwartz Engineering. 
 
Gallagher moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Baumgarten seconded, and the motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
VI. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS: 

A. Sam Schwartz Engineering Proposal 
Carmody reported that she and other Downtown Master Plan Task Force members (Kapelanski and 
Gavin) had discussed having the Downtown Master Plan transportation consultant, Sam Schwartz 
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Engineering, do a parking recount and data analysis. The first was done in February when weather 
conditions were less favorable. Schwartz believes that count is still accurate, but Carmody and her 
Task Force associates want to insure nothing impedes the recommendations to be made in the 
Downtown Master plan regarding future updates and strategies. An accurate count is also crucial for 
gaining public buy-in. 

 
The proposed fee for the recount was $3,000.00 excluding expenses. The count will be done at the 
established peak time of 6:00-8:00 PM, as soon as possible, on a date that would not interfere with 
the upcoming Art Bash. 

 
Wudyka moved that the Board approve the recount proposal from Sam Schwartz Engineering in the 
amount of $3,000.00, with the count to be done on a date that would not interfere with the upcoming 
Art Bash, Passalacqua seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
B. Updated DDA Mural Application 
Carmody reported that Paolo Pedini, the artist the DDA paid to create the mural on Nova 
Chiropractic's building, is suing the Detroit Auto Show as the result of a Berkley resident and Auto 
Show employee snapping a picture of a truck in front of the mural and uploading it to the Auto 
Show’s Instagram account. The mural application submitted to the DDA clearly states that art 
created as part of the program becomes part of Berkley’s public art collection, but copyright 
assurances were not included in the original application. The application has been revised to deal 
with that in the future. 
 
C. Coolidge Complete Streets Project – Repayment Agreement 
City Manager Baumgarten distributed copies of the draft agreement covering the terms of repayment 
by the DDA to the City if restriping back to four lanes from three is required prematurely (after 12 
months) following evaluation of the safety metrics approved by City Council, Resolution R-39-18, 
adopted January 7, 2019. Under the agreement, the City would front the cost of that restriping and 
the DDA would repay the City from its tax capture over a three-year period. 
 
It is estimated that the cost of restriping would be at least $72,000. Carmody and some Board 
members wanted more discussion and the vote on the agreement to be put off until the June Board 
meeting, giving them more time to review it and get legal advice; other Board members felt there 
was nothing to gain from the delay and felt it would be a show of good faith to the City Council. 
 
Wudyka moved to accept and sign the repayment agreement, Moses seconded, and the motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. Passalacqua wanted it noted that this was an act of good faith 
towards the Council and City based on trust and working together. 

 
VII. Student Board Member Updates 

Hurwitz reported that the high school was celebrating Staff Appreciation Week and Acts of Kindness 
Week, and their prom would be held May 16. Gable reported that the students’ Film Fest would take 
place on May 10, and Drive for Your School May 18 where Ford cars can be test driven. The 
Princess Pancake Breakfast for children 2-9 years old is scheduled for May 11. 
 

VIII. Standing Committee Updates 
A. Business Development Committee: Bryan Schnicker – absent. 
In Schnicker’s absence, Carmody reported the committee has been discussing an Issues Media Co. 
blitz, with financial support from MSOC. Their reporter would be on the ground in Berkley for four 
weeks in the summer, in June and July. Their business-to-business strategy will concentrate on 
telling the Downtown Berkley story to investors and businesses looking to expand. 
 
B. Design Committee: 
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Carmody reported that she and Dottie Popp (the only committee member at the previous night’s 
meeting) discussed the new mural application, façade grants, surface parking lot beautification, and 
Holiday Lights. 
 
C. Marketing and Promotions: Jennifer Finney 
Finney reported their committee has new volunteers working on Ladies Night Out. The single Art and 
About event will be held August 2. They’re contacting artists for that now. 
 
D. Organization Committee: Larry Gallagher 
Gallagher reported the committee met on April 25 and is working on setting up interviews for the 
three upcoming Board vacancy positions. Budget discussion is ongoing. They’re also working on the 
501c3 and fine tuning the video. 
 

IX. Staff & Community Updates: 
A. Executive Director 

1. Coolidge Project Update 
Carmody reported the restriping should start May 13, weather permitting, and take 3-4 days. She 
reminded Board members about the MSOC Main Event dinner and awards presentation May 9. 
The Berkley DDA submitted nominations for five of the awards, including Larry Gallagher as 
Board Member of the Year and Andy Gilbert as Business Owner of the Year. 

 
B. City Council – Steve Baker – Absent 
In Baker’s absence, Baumgarten reported that Council approved the Street Art Fest for Saturday, 
July 13. They also approved appointments to boards and commissions and discussed Complete 
Streets and evaluating the project. They authorized the purchase of a new mobile column lift system. 
Ordinance changes concerning new home construction site maintenance and drainage policies are 
also on the agenda as is the 2019/20 budget. The City Council versus Dad’s Club softball game 
(May 15), the Taste of Berkley, and Berkley Days (May 15-19) are coming up. 

 
C. Planning Commission – Matt Trotto – absent 
 
D. Chamber of Commerce – Nicole Miller 
Miller reported that the Chamber will host new business grand openings at Toadvine Books on May 
10 5:00-9:00 PM and Chamber Chat and welcome at Ullman’s Health and Beauty on Coolidge on 
May 17 from 8-9:00 AM. Art Bash is coming up June 8 on 12 Mile and the Street Art Fest is 
scheduled for July 13. They are still signing up amateur and professional chalk artists and other 
vendors. 
 

X. Board of Directors Comments: 
Gilbert thanked Board members for their sponsorship of the Art Fest and requested more business 
support. Baumgarten stressed teamwork between the City and the DDA to help improve the DDA’s 
image in the community and urged Board members to take a more active role. He mentioned some 
procedures he suggested should be tweaked, including removing term limits so that expertise can be 
retained. Drakopoulos and Passalacqua praised the progress and direction of the DDA and voiced 
support for working as a team with the City. Wudyka noted the DDA is doing great things and 
although there have been some communication breakdowns, dynamic tension is not a bad thing. 
Gilbert noted communication issues are already being addressed. 
 

XI. Public Comments:  
Charles Tyrrell brought up questions he would like answered and wrote them on the new sign-up 
sheet the DDA is using for visitors’ questions, which will be answered in detail within five business 
days from the Board meeting. 
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XII. Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:51 AM on motion by Drakopoulos and second by Moses. 


